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Moment of silence



Background

ÅThis research was done as a consortium called Afri -SOL 

ÅA network of African researchers/ stakeholders with 
interest in indigenous African vegetables especially 
Solanaceae species

Å2012 -Engagement between RUFORUM and Afri -SOL

ÅMore on: www.afri -sol.org 



Indigenous Solanaceae vegetables



Solanum aethiopicum

ÅPopular vegetable in Sub -Saharan Africa, rich in fibre, 
minerals and carotene 

ÅThe most important commercial and subsistence local 
vegetable species in the urban and peri -urban areas 

ÅCommercial production of S. aethiopicum , dominated by 
small-scale farmers at over 80%

ÅMajor production constraints are abiotic (drought, soil 
fertility), Production(no recommended agronomic 
practices), biotic (pests, poor seed quality, poor post 
harvest), 

ÅNeglected and under utilized crop



Project Title

Enhancing nutrition security and incomes through adding 

value to indigenous vegetables in East and Central 

Uganda.



Key Result areas

1. Varieties of indigenous vegetables with longer shelf 
life and processing potential identified and profiled.  

2. Appropriate processing and handling 
mechanisms/technologies for indigenous vegetables 
identified. 

3. Appropriate delivery pathways of value -added 
indigenous vegetables established. 

4. Information sharing mechanisms on utilization of 
indigenous vegetables established. 
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Overview of the results framework

Intervention logic Project target Achievements

Overall Objective: 
Increased (i) consumption of 
African indigenous 
vegetables in nutritionally 
vulnerable populations and 
(ii) revenues of those 
engaged in their production 

Increased daily consumption 
of leafy vegetable by 
households in East & Central 
Uganda to 60% 

60%  from 48% at the 
baseline

10% increment in household 
incomes from sale of 
indigenous vegetables 

>100% income from 5%

To strengthen the capacity 
of the most promising 
consortia

300 farmers equipped with 
technologies and skills for 
seed production and of 
prolonging shelf life of 
indigenous vegetables 

Over 250 farmers trained; 
11 under graduate; 7 masters 
and 1 PhD



Overview of the results framework

Intervention logic Project target Achievement

Result 1: Better knowledge of 
indigenous vegetable varieties 
with prolonged shelf life

A vegetable collection among 
farmers in Uganda. A target 
of up to 100 different 
vegetable accessions by year 
1. 

A collection of over 180 
vegetable accessions is 
characterized and maintained 
at UCU by 2015

Participatory varietal 
selection to validate and 
produce 3 new vegetable 
varieties by year 3

4 candidate indigenous 
vegetable lines have been 
produced by 2017

On-farm varietal line 
purification system to 
enhance vegetable varieties 
developed by year 3

A seed purification system 
has been developed by 2017
(farmer based)



Participatory germplasm collection & 
evaluation



Field  &  participatory evaluation of collected 
germplasm 


